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against triumphant Fascism. But either the U.S.A. or the
U.S.S.R. or both of them, as happened ultimately^ must come-
in if Europe, including Britain herself,-was to be saved. The
U.S.A. came in earlier, though no more voluntarily than the
U.S.S.R. The latter's participation, however, was politically-
predetermined; it was in the nature of the war, so to say.
Strategically, it was palpable, almost self-evident, that, without,
the participation of the Red Army, Germany could not be
defeated. In consequence of that strategic position, the Soviet.
Union was destined to be the leader of European democracy
liberated from fascist slavery. Under Soviet leadership, Europe
would be bound to break away from the moorings of capitalism,,
and steer her course towards Socialism.
But the U.S.A. had also appeared in the European scene,
though only on the periphery. American diplomatic relations
with Vichy and subsequently the Darlan affair and Italian,
armistice, clearly indicated the direction to which the U.S.A.
would pull if it got a hand in European reconstruction. As the
only capitalist country sure, as such, to survive the war, the
U.S.A. would naturally try to save Europe also for capitalism,
by restoring the status quo ante helium. Consequently, all the:
conservative and reactionary elements of Europe, anxious to
go over to the winning side before it was too late, hailed,
the U.S.A. as the liberator. There began a process of polarisa-
tion, as between the U.S. A. promising restorattoii of the capi-
talist status quo, and the U.S.S.R. heralding a new social order.
Had Britain survived the war as an imperialist power, the:
scale might have been tipped in favour of the U.S.A. The
passing of British Imperialism is one of the revolutionary,
liberating, consequences of the war. The advent of the Labour
Government reinforce the position of the 'U.S.S.R. in the con-
test for the leadership of post-war Europe. The military defeat
of the fascist powers, therefore, opened up a perspective of
high hopes and great expectations.
Before long, the hopes were dashed and expectations belied.
Every conference of the Great Powers, allied in the war against,
the fascist Axis, became a scene of bitter recriminations,
between the representatives of the British Labour Government
and of the Communist Soviet Union. The U.S.A. appeared ta-
sk on the line waiting for the time to play the laughirig third.